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Most California vehicles (1976 and newer) must pass Smog Check inspections every
other year in order to renew registration in the state. The Smog Check inspection
includes: a visual inspection to verify that all required emission systems are
present; a functional inspection to verify that specific emission control systems are
functioning; and a tailpipe inspection to verify that the vehicle’s exhaust emissions
are within established standards.

As part of the Smog Check Program, all vehicles with missing, modified, or
disconnected emission control systems must be repaired. In some cases, the
required part(s) can be difficult to find. The Bureau of Automotive Repair (BAR)
suggests that motorists first check with their new car dealer, local auto parts stores,
and/or automotive recyclers to find the needed parts. However, if the parts are not
available locally, BAR offers a special service to help motorists find them.

BAR contracts with the Foundation For California Community Colleges to provide a
toll-free, statewide telephone Emission Parts Locator Service. This service helps
motorists locate those hard-to-find emission control parts they need to bring their
vehicles into compliance.

A telephone agent provides each caller with the names and telephone numbers of
three or more suppliers that may have the required part(s). The motorist then
contacts the suppliers, and may purchase the part(s) from the supplier of their
choice.

However, if part(s) are not available, the motorist must call and advise the Parts
Locator. The Parts Locator Service will attempt to locate the part(s) based on a list of
suppliers. If the part(s) are confirmed to be unavailable, the Parts Locator Service
will issue a “Limited Parts Exemption” and make an appointment for the consumer at
one of BAR's 36 Consumer Assistance and Referee Centers where the vehicle will
undergo a Smog Check inspection. The vehicle must pass all other aspects of the
inspection before the Referee can issue a Smog Check certificate. Poor emissions
levels, improperly functioning parts, or missing parts may be taken into consideration
during the Smog Check inspection.

If the parts are not available at the time of the vehicle's next Smog Check, the
motorist must again obtain a "Limited Parts Exemption," and the vehicle will again
need to be inspected at a Referee Center. When required parts become available,
they must be installed.

Without the Parts Locator Service, many motorists would not be able to repair their
vehicles and complete the vehicle registration process with the Department of Motor
Vehicles.

Call the Parts Locator Service toll-free at 1-800-622-7733.



